
Animemes: Anime Memes 
and You
http://memes.moe/

http://memes.moe/


But First Off

• Thanks for coming!

• Please follow me on twitter

• https://twitter.com/removeanime

https://twitter.com/removea


What is a meme?



Richard Dawkins

The meme for blind faith secures its own perpetuation by the simple unconscious expedient of discouraging rational inquiry.



Department of Defense and Military 
Memetics

• https://www.robotictechnologyi
nc.com/images/upload/file/Pres
entation%20Military%20Memeti
cs%20Tutorial%2013%20Dec%20
11.pdf

• https://www.robotictechnologyi
nc.com/images/upload/file/Me
metics%20Compendium%205%2
0February%2009.pdf

https://www.robotictechnologyinc.com/images/upload/file/Presentation Military Memetics Tutorial 13 Dec 11.pdf
https://www.robotictechnologyinc.com/images/upload/file/Memetics Compendium 5 February 09.pdf


Properties of memes

• “Able to replicate using hosts and to influence 
behavior” - DARPA



Information which propagates, has impact, and 
persists



Meme transmission and proliferation



The internet

• Arpanet – Advanced Research 
Projects Agency Network used 
TCP/IP

• DARPA – Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency
• God bless military spending

• Al Gore – unlike global warming, 
did not invent the internet



Formats





KISS – keep it Simple Stupid

Keep
It
Simple
Stupid



Reduce the size of memes



Impact

>streaming



Case Study - pepe







Possibilities of memetic warfare

• Social engineering

• mind control

• Psychological warfare

• Marketing

• win popularity contests 
(elections)

• Prevent or mitigate irrational 
conflicts

• associate negative connotations 
with brands



A WAR FOR YOUR 

MIND!!!!!!



cultural warfare



Anime memes and fan culture



Fandoms and you
• They’re inherently bad

One way to defend oneself against 
painful or manipulative memes is to 
construct … a meme-immunological 
system; that is, formulate new 
memes specifically to deflect 
memetic antigens. However 
constructing memetic antibodies of 
this sort is timeconsuming, and 
like any immunological response it 
has to be repeated every time the 
outside agent evolves a counter-
response – Liane M Gabora, 
Professor of Psychology at UBC



Young minds are easy to influence



Memetic warfare



Giving up control of your 
mind



Political meme influencing in pop culture



Extremism through fan communities and 
memes







CalArts is bad art





How to protect yourself

• Stop acknowledging memes

• Identify names
• Groups, companies

• Identify political affiliation
• Increasing number of political pop culture memes

• RUSSIA

• Who made this meme? Could they have any ulterior purposes?
• Once you start questioning the meme, you'll be aware of its underlying message



Become an influencer

• Memes are good at unifying people who think alike
• That means they're good at identifying people who don't think like you

• When you're in a community, you want like-minded thinkers as they're 
easier to control

• If you're in charge of a community, use memes as a litmus/loyalty test 
to eliminate undesirables

• Pop culture meme space in marketing is increasingly crowded
• People realize that anime nerds will retweet anything

• Arbys, dominos, kfc, nature valley, marriott

• Subtle and unofficial, "organic-looking" meme viral marketing works



Memes and the Future





Questions?


