Animemes: Anime Memes
and You

http://memes.moe/

TEDX

x =independently organized TED event


http://memes.moe/

But First Off

* Thanks for coming!
e Please follow me on twitter

e https://twitter.com/removeanime



https://twitter.com/removea

What is a meme?
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Richard Dawkins

The meme for blind faith secures its own perpetuation | juiry.

’3 Richard Dawkins @
' ‘ @RichardDawkins
No, all religions are NOT equally violent.

Some have never been violent, some gave it

up centuries ago. One religion conspicuously
didn’t.
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Department of Defense and Military
Memetics



https://www.robotictechnologyinc.com/images/upload/file/Presentation Military Memetics Tutorial 13 Dec 11.pdf
https://www.robotictechnologyinc.com/images/upload/file/Memetics Compendium 5 February 09.pdf

Properties of memes
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Information which propagates, has impact, and
persists
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ARPANET LOGICAL MAP, MARCH 1977

The internet
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KISS — keep it Simple Stupid

— CENT LIRS =

WIINGEGS

LABECIES T rrmrece .

www.centurywings.com

LOCKHEED MANTI”'$

I THek R ALENS D UFCS
{ e i 5T



Reduce the size of memes

s Fire Chief @onecrazychief - May 2
'}\ “threw full cans of Pepsi at officers with one hitting a medic"

72 0 Protesters throw Pepsi cans at police during May Day demonstratio...
/ 7 0 7 01 Q\\\ Medic hit and demonstration shut down as protesters mock theme of
/ 0 7 7 0 0‘\“\“ Kendall Jenner advertisement where she handed drink to palice officer

1 1 D'\““ theguardian.com



Impact

I donated to
Hillary in honor
of anime
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Search Interest

Search for “feels bad man” began in August 2009, while search for “sad frog™ did not begin to pick up until February
2010. Both terms have a similar pattern of spikes, but since “feels bad man” is a more general phrase, it is more
popular

Interest over time Google Trends

® ‘feels bad man" @ 'sad frog"

Worldwide. 2004 - present.



VIATWITTER

0 FEELS RATHER UNCOMFORTABLE, MAN
~ How Pepe the Frog Became a Nazi Trump
Supporter and Alt-Right Symbol

4chan’s Pepe the Frog meme was wildly popular among ‘normies’—until white
6 nationalists decorated him with swastikas and gave him a Trump button.

Donald J. Trump naldTrul .
5 . ':”i*codyave' "’”*‘drudgereport
@BreitbartNews @ Writeintrump "You
Cant Stump the Trump » metal fence at the
youtube.com/watch?v=MKHG6PA... " t Donald Trump

 sombrero and

her arms—looked out

’ - EXIANERS  POLITICS & POLCY WORLE  CON e SCIERCE & MEALIN  IDEMTIT
o‘

epe the Frog was killed by his creator. But his
t-rlght Iegacy lives on.

Wt LInate tar it to the durabi
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BENEATH THIS MASK THERE IS MORE THAN FLESH.
BENEATH THIS MASK THERE IS AN IDEA,
MR. CREEDY, AND IDEAS ARE BULLETPROOF.

V FOR VENDETTA

WHO THE HELL



Possibilities of memetic warfare

e Social engineering * Prevent or mitigate irrational

e mind control conflicts

* associate negative connotations

* Psychological warfare ,
with brands

* Marketing
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(e United States presidential election, 2016 [ edit]

Memetic warfare on the part of 4chan and other websites is widely credited with assisting Donald Trump in winning the election.[?! B (¢
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cultural warfare

Esteem

CUI.TURAI. I FﬂRMATlUN I 5 \
. IDEA | i ] 0 \,.,,,.
THEURlES PRACTICES HABITS SONGS n-y-mm/ kw..,.....

NATURAL SELECTION

MIGHT
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% You have achieved victory through the awesome power of your Culture. Your civilization's greamess -
s E L F P Ro PA the mcxgmflcence of its monuments and the power of its artists - have astounded the world! Poets will
SURVIVAL AND CUMPETITIGN I or you for as long as beauty brings gladness to a weary heart.
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Anime memes and fan culture

popularity of fidget spinners s slice
units purchased per capita across 3,000 counties* o @siiceintel
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Fa n d O m S a n d \Ifl?mlo:/ement (e.g., Al Qaeda) wins a chunk

of the world, it is not because they know

* They’re inherently bad how to stir up discontent or how to infect
geople with hatred, but because they know

ow to preach hope

One of the most potent attractions of a
mass movement is its offering of a
substitute for individual hope

The unemployed are more likely to follow
the peddlers of hope than the handers-out

of relief

One way to defend oneself against
painful or manipulative memes is to
construct .. a meme-immunological
system; that is, formulate new
memes specifically to deflect
memetic antigens. However
constructing memetic antibodies of
this sort is timeconsuming, and
like any immunological response it
has to be repeated every time the
outside agent evolves a counter-
response - Liane M Gabora,
Professor of Psychology at UBC

It is usually the newly poor, often from
ruined middle class, who ferment with
frustration at the memory of relative
affluence and who respond to every ris
mass movement

The chronically unemployed feel
degraded, disinherited, and injured by :
unjust order of things and will to listen
instigators of mass movements

The poor on the borderline of starvatiol
live purposeful lives desperately
strugglin&for survival; with every meal
triumph, they are immune to the appeal
a mass movement

Religions are special because they use just about every meme-trick in the book (which is
presumably why they last so long and infect so many brains). Think of it this way. The
idea of hell is initially useful because the fear of hell reinforces socially desirable
behavior. Now add the idea that unbelievers go to hell, and the meme and any
companions are well protected. The 1dea of God 1s a natural companion meme, assuaging
fear and providing (spurious) comfort. The spread of the meme-complex is aided by
exhortations to convert others and by tricks such as the celibate priesthood. Celibacy 1s a
disaster for genes, but will help spread memes since a celibate priest has more time to

spend promoting his faith,

STROLLING THROUGH THE MEMETIC MINE FIELD, By Leon Felkins

» Itis obvious, however, that many memes are "planted” in the group by certain individuals
for their own reasons. The politicians, the schools, the press, the clergy and others are
guilty of sowing a constant stream of memes within the populace and encouraging their

growth.

#» Can we think without being influenced by memes and genes? While we can't completely
eliminate the influence of memes and genes we certainly can diminish their impact.
Further, we can adopt the "Scientific Method" which requires that all conclusions be
subject to verification. That is, we can keep an open mind for errors in our thinking and
try to minimize accepting anything on blind faith.
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""""'ng up control of y
@NatureValley m.i n d

@ER_nut That's a toughie. We love Honoka's spirit - but we also
love Hanayo's origami skills. Who's your favorite?
5:18 AM - Apr 30, 2014
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Political meme influencing in pop culture
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JK_Rowling If Dumbledore really is gay, is he a top or
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Extremism through fan communities and

Mmemes
g LGBT l‘Jniu\e.d v Like Page

You can color your own Bernie Hero!

There is a new coloring book calling "Buff Bernie: A coloring Book for
Berniacs" is full of very attractive doodles of Bemie Sanders in muscle
poses.

The author of the book said that she wanted people to stop taking this whole
thing too serious. The coloring is something that suits for all people. ...
See More

MEMETICS AND TRUE BELIEVERS

» Give the powerless a sense of power as
well as hope for the future

» Those who plunge into movements of
vast social change feel they possess
some irresistible power, whether based
on notions of reason and intelligence
(e.g., the French revolution), political
ideology (e.g., Marxism), religion (e.g.,
Christianity and Islam), or nationalistic
mythology (e.g., Nazism)

» An effective doctrine, as well as being a
source of power, must also claim to be a
key to the book of the future; faith in the
future is even more important than the
instruments of power for driving change

ol Like B Comment #» Share
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CalArts is bad art

_ David Hogg @ @davidhogg111-” /s,
RT if you wish to enlist in the mu

against hate and misinformatior //
the alt-right
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How to protect

Stop acknowledging meme
|dentify names

* Groups, companies
|dentify political affiliation

* Increasing number of politiq
e RUSSIA

Who made this meme? Co
* Once you start questioning

"The last great battle
will not be fought in a field,
but in the minds of men."




Become an influencer

« Memes are good at unifying people who think alike
« That means they're good at identifying people who don't think like you

« When you're in a community, you want like-minded thinkers as they're
easier to control

« If you're in charge of a community, use memes as a litmus/loyalty test
to eliminate undesirables

 Pop culture meme space in marketing is increasingly crowded
 People realize that anime nerds will retweet anything

« Arbys, dominos, kfc, nature valley, marriott
 Subtle and unofficial, "organic-looking" meme viral marketing works
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